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“ . . .SO MEDITATIVE 
 . . .SO BEAUTIFUL 
  . . . I AM VERY IMPRESSED.” 
   - VAN CLIBURN 

THE DOROTHY SHAW BELL CHOIR 

“ I extend special 
greetings to the 
Dorothy Shaw Bell 
Choir of Fort 
Worth, Texas.  
...Music is one of 
God’s most    
beautiful gifts.  It 
expresses deep 
feelings and    
delights the heart.  
It can lift the human spirit and direct it to the glory of God.  As you 
use your musical talent to bring gladness to others, may the Lord fill 
your own hearts with peace and joy.”                  Pope John Paul II 

“The Art you members of the bell choir have accomplished is like a 
giant tapestry interwoven with the delicacy of thoughtfulness and 
care combined with enthusiasm and a generous smile that never 
belies the extreme discipline required to perfect your combined 

efforts.”   George Mims 

“...You could see in their 
faces the great love for 
what they were doing …
thirty two young people, 
interdependent yet  
standing alone, without a 
conductor, serving the 
music yet serving each 

other, a role within a role …with incredible concentration  …so 
meditative …so beautiful ...I am very impressed.”       Van Cliburn 

“The CD’s the Gregg Smith Singers have done with the DSBC have 
included some of the  most thrilling moments I have had as a       
composer and performer.  The sound literally reaches inside you and 
creates something very special.  And the professional dedication of 
these young people makes working with them an absolute joy.”         
Gregg Smith 

“As a long time        
resident of this 
hall (Carnegie 
Hall)… I join 
the list of 
devotees of 
your arts   
excellence.”     
Skitch    
Henderson 

MEMORABLE QUOTES 
MUSIC 

TO PURCHASE OUR CURRENT CD PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE OR ATTEND ONE OF OUR PERFORMANCES 

Overture to Carmen 
America the Beautiful 
Canon in D 
Ave Maria 
Carol of the Bells 
O Holy Night 
Brazil 
 
And many more... 

TO ARRANGE A PERFORMANCE, 
 

TO BE PLACED ON OUR MAILING LIST OF UPCOMING 
PERFORMANCES AND NEW RELEASES,  

 
OR FOR ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,  

 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT US. 



HISTORY 

The Dorothy Shaw Bell Choir is the internationally       
acclaimed community handbell choir from Fort Worth, 
Texas.  Founded in 1964 to be  part of the annual      
Christmas play-pageant The Littlest Wiseman, the choir 
has evolved into a world-renowned musical organization. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Dorothy Shaw Bell Choir strives to teach and develop 
in our members self-discipline, self-motivation,              
consistency of accomplishment, etiquette, and other    
positive qualities through the art of music and related 
fields.  The essential 
qualities instilled in our 
members empower 
them to be remarkable            
ambassadors of our city 
and state throughout 
the world, demonstrat-
ing not  only their 
unique    talent but also 
excellence in decorum 
and appearance, as a 
legacy to our founders        
Mary D. and                                                                                                                  
F. Howard Walsh. 

PERFORMANCES 

The Dorothy Shaw Bell Choir has performed for      
royalty and diplomats, as well as elderly and             
underprivileged citizens throughout the world.  The 
choir has made several recordings and recorded with 
groups including the Gregg Smith Singers and the Texas 
Boys Choir.  It has brought joy to crowds in varied  
location such as schools, retirement centers, local    
festivals, churches, the Bass Performance Hall with the 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra, Carnegie Hall with 
Skitch Henderson and the New York Pops, The Vatican 
for Pope John Paul II, and Carols by Candlelight in 
Adelaide, South Australia attended by 30,000 people. 

MEMBERS 
The Dorothy Shaw Bell Choir performs with               
approximately thirty members from the Dallas/Fort 
Worth Metroplex.  All members are students.  They 
rehearse for two and a half hours six times a month    
during the regular school year.  The Senior Choir is the 
performing group.  They are mirrored by the Junior 
Choir which undergoes extensive training while waiting 
for promotion.  The Preparatory Choir is the entry 
level training group. 

REPERTOIRE 

The Dorothy Shaw Bell Choir performs a wide-ranging 
repertoire—from classical to contemporary.  Their   
music varies from the early 16th century “Change     
Ringing” to the familiar samba “Brazil”.  The Choir’s  
repertoire is specifically arranged and written for them 
by their Producing Director Jack Noble White. 

UNIQUENESS 

The Dorothy Shaw Bell Choir has led the way in         
introducing truly unique ringing traditions and remains 
the leader in their style.  Performing all of its repertoire 
completely from memory, without a conductor and 
without the use of tables or gloves, the choir can ring in 
procession and fit into a variety of spaces.  Due to this 
uniqueness, performances with other choral groups and 
orchestras are also more easily arranged. 


